INTRODUCTION

It was June 1840 when U.S. surveyor William Austin Burt first entered Michigan's rugged Upper Peninsula, a wilderness that, according to Henry Clay, stretched "beyond the remotest settlement of the United States, if not the moon." Neither Burt nor his sons who assisted him could have envisioned the role they would play in helping shape the future of this area acquired from Wisconsin Territory in 1837. 

William A. Burt typifies the American pioneer as the rugged surveyor who explored and accurately charted the wilderness. He led the way for settlement and growth in Michigan and the Midwest. Throughout his life Burt adhered to the strong religious and moral principles that formed the foundation of his strong character. His word was his bond. His integrity was never questioned. With inventive mind and a creative spirit he persevered, mainly for the benefit of others. By his lack of personal greed William Austin Burt left a lasting legacy of public service. 

They Left Their Mark is the first full story of William A. Burt and his five sons who assist him on the public land surveys. It centers on William Austin who discovers a new source of wealth for Michigan and the nation, an event that confirms the value of Burt's unique invention for surveying the expanding U.S. frontier. By then he has already invented America's first typewriter. It also follows the activities of his son John who becomes a leader in the growth and development in Michigan's Upper Peninsula, particularly Marquette County. 

As a great-great-great grandson of William A. Burt, I had heard about this distinguished ancestor when I was young. As a child, however, little of the information registered. It was during the euphoria of the preparations for the nation's bicentennial celebration that I began a search for more information about William Austin and his sons.  It started in a dust-covered box in my garage containing a wealth of family records, and it culminates more than a decade later with the publication of They Left Their Mark.   

I gratefully acknowledge the encouragement and assistance in this research of the Burt family, many surveyors, and reference personnel. John H. Clarke, a Burt descendant previously unknown to me, sent many items originally belonging to the early Burts, including books, photographs, furniture, and an 1841 Burt sun dial. A special family reunion was held in Carthage, Missouri, by the Deckers and the Wings, Burt descendants, in conjunction with our research trip to Michigan. The Strongs of Des Moines, also relatives, supplied information about Burt's work on the Fifth Principal Meridian. 

Extensive family papers and a leather-bound first edition copy of Burt's Key to the Solar Compass were contributed by John Shields Burt of Palo Alto. Aunt Dorothy Burt Findlay, of Vista, California, provided several items from the family heirloom, including the only known daguerreotype ever taken of William Austin. 

A debt of gratitude goes to my brother Richard A. Burt of San Diego, who helped in the editing of the entire manuscript. Jim Burt, my twin brother of Los Gatos, California, contributed valuable research and photographic assistance. Special love and appreciation go to my wife Carol and our two daughters, Karen and Kathy, whose patience and understanding throughout these many years have made this project possible.  

The surveying profession has provided gratifying support to this project. Members of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) who contributed useful information include U.S. Surveyor General Bernard W. Hostrop; Paul C. Herndon, Office of Public Affairs; C. Albert White, surveyor-author; Kenneth D. Witt, Chief Cadastral Survey, Denver Branch; and William W. Glenn, Chief, Cadastral Survey, Portland Branch. Glenn maintains the largest supply of Burt solar compasses currently used by the BLM. 

Members of the Surveyors Historical Society - particularly Directors Francois D. "Bud" Uzes and Cecil H. Hanson - have provided invaluable material and advice over the past seven years. Surveyor Carlisle Madson of Hopkins, Minnesota, has also provided extensive assistance and support. Surveyors Kenelm C. Winslow of El Prodo, New Mexico, and Stan Weaver of Los Angeles have contributed additional useful information. 


At the 1985 convention of the Michigan Society of Registered Land Surveyors, I was given a useful manual entitled The History of Land Surveying in Michigan, authored by Ralph Moore Berry, P.E., R.L.S. The Society has taken a special interest in the project. 


Richard L. Drahn, U.S. Forest Service surveyor, sent a detailed map showing the section lines run by the Burts in Upper Peninsula's Ottawa National Forest from 1845 through 1851. Robert C. Miller, of Pittsburgh, an expert on William J. Young, the first manufacturer of Burt Solar Compasses, has rendered discerning advice and supplied over 50 copies of correspondence between Burt and Young, from the Burt Papers, Marquette County Historical Society, Marquette, Michigan.


The historical significance of a complete biography of William A. Burt and his sons was impressed upon me by LeRoy Barnett, reference archivist for Michigan's Department of State, who provided encouragement and copies of pertinent records from the Michigan State Archives. Additional material was furnished by John C. Curry, Michigan State Archives, and Mr. C. E. Rademacher, Michigan Department of Natural Resources. Professor Alan S. Brown of Western Michigan University in Kalamazoo, author of articles about William A. Burt, has given me considerable information about Burt and Michigan history. 


In California the research libraries at U.C.L.A. and Claremont Colleges provided me with essential information about Michigan history and U.S. Government documents, including land office records. The assistance of Julia Jacinto and her staff at the latter facility is especially appreciated. 


Additional General Land Office records on microfilm were obtained from the National Archives, Washington, D.C. Deborah Jean Warner, Curator, History of Physical Sciences, at the Smithsonian's National Musuem of American History, has sent pictures and material concerning William A. Burt's inventions, three of which are among the National Museum's collection. 


Significant material about the Burt family was located in the Burton Historical Collection, Detroit Public Library, and the Taunton Museum, Taunton, Massachusetts. Dolores Wild of the Wales Historical Society sent useful information about Wales Center, New York. The single most valuable research facility, however, has been the Marquette County Historical Society's Longyear Research Library which maintains the most complete collection of original Burt Papers. During two extended trips to Marquette, considerable courtesy and assistance were provided by directors Ester Bystrom and Frank O. Paull, Jr., and their staffs. Burton H. Boyum, Board of Trustees President, has also been most helpful with historical information about the Upper Peninsula. 


While researching in Marquette, noted author Robert Traver (John D. Voelker) graciously traveled from his home in Ishpeming to visit with us at the Historical Society museum and library. Traver's historical novel Laughing Whitefish was a major source of inspiration for They Left Their Mark. Frank Matthews, colorful curator of the Jackson Mine Museum, Negaunee, Michigan, proudly displayed artifacts of the mining era and cordially shared local stories of the Upper Peninsula pioneers. 


Special gratitude goes to Leah Cannon Atwater, a descendant of George H. Cannon - surveyor and friend of William A. Burt. George Cannon married Burt's niece, Lucy Cole, and he authored several articles about William A. Burt. Mrs. Atwater became my contact at the University of Michigan and forwarded copies of several letters in the Clements Library pertaining to William A. Burt and Lucius Lyon. 


Finally, valuable assistance in the publication process has been provided by Roy Minnick of Landmark Enterprises. 


My heartfelt thanks to each of you who have made They Left Their Mark a reality. The completion of this project was possible only through your dedicated effort and gracious support. I cherish the many friendships that I have made during the past decade of research, and I am enriched with a unique appreciation for Michigan, the surveying profession, and my ancestors - William Austin Burt and his sons. 
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